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1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT MICHAEL GETLER BY-LINER WASHINGTON 
POST FRIDAY AUGUST 5 HEADED "BONN IS DISTURBED OVER REPORT 
OF U.S. "PULLBACK POLICY 1 ." 

2. BONN, AUG. 4-DESPITE A BARRAGE OF OFFICIAL DENIALS 

AND REASSURANCES FROM WASHINGTON, THE REPORT BY COLUMNISTS 
EVANS AND NOVAK THAT WHITE HOUSE ADVISERS ARE SUGGESTING A 
STRATEGY CONCEDING THE LOSS OF ONE-THIRD OF WEST GERMANY 
TO A SOVIET ATTACK HAS SOWN ANXIETY AND SOME DISTRUST 
HERE. 

3. "THE PROFESSIONAL OFFICER CORPS," SAYS ONE HIGH-RANK- 
ING WEST GERMAN OFFICER, "IS NOT TROUBLED BECAUSE THEY 
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KNOW THAT SUCH A PLAN IS NONSENSE. BUT IT HAS NEVERTHE- 
LESS CAUSED DISTRUST AND SOME LOSS OF CONFIDENCE" IN AMER- 
ICAN THINKING. 

4. A SENIOR WEST GERMAN OFFICER AT HEADQUARTERS OF THE 
NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION IN BELGIUM SAID: 
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5. "AFTER YOU HAVE BELIEVED IN SOMETHING LIKE THE AMERI- 
CAN COMMITMENT TO DEFEND GERMANY FOR 25 YEARS, IT IS HARD 
TO SHAKE THE FAITH ON THE BASIS OF JUST ONE NEWSPAPER 
ARTICLE." BUT IT WAS SO DETAILED. HE CONTINUED, REFERRING 
TO THE COLUMNISTS’ REPORT AND QUOTATIONS FROM A WHITE 
HOUSE MEETING, "THAT IT DOES MAKE YOU WONDER." 

6. CONCERN HAS NOT BEEN REDUCED AS MUCH AS GOVERNMENT OF 
FICIALS HERE HAD HOPED IN PART BECAUSE BONN HAD EXPECTED 
THAT PRESIDENT CARTER-RATHER THAN HIS PRESS SPOKESMAN- 
WOULD PERSONALLY MAKE A STATEMENT REAFFIRMING THE U.S. 

POLICY OF FORWARD DEFENSE COVERING WEST GERMANY UP TO ITS 
BORDERS WITH COMMUNIST EAST EUROPE. 

7. FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIALS HERE, ON THE BASIS OF TELE- 
PHONE DISCUSSIONS WITH WASHINGTON YESTERDAY, INDICATED 
THAT FOREIGN MINISTER HANS-DIETRICH GENSCHER HAD BEEN TOLD 
THAT CARTER WOULD MAKE A PUBLIC STATEMENT YESTERDAY. "THE 
PRESIDENT SHOULD HAVE SAID SOMETHING," A SENIOR U.S. OFFI- 
CER SAID. 

8. A NATO OFFICIAL CALLED THE NEWS ACCOUNT "THE WORST, 

MOST DANGEROUS THING I'VE SEEN IN THE NEWSPAPERS IN YEARS. 

IT REVIVES THE WHOLE QUESTION AGAIN ABOUT THE BASIS OF THE 
AMERICAN COMMITMENT, THE OLD DOUBTS ABOUT WHETHER WE WOULD 
EXCHANGE PHILADELPHIA FOR HAMBURG." 
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9. HAMBURG, IN FACT, SYMBOLIZES FOR WEST GERMANS THE 
MEANING OF VIEWS SUCH AS THOSE REPORTEDLY EXPRESSED IN THE 
CLASSIFIED WHITE HOUSE STUDY. 

10. THE STUDY, ACCORDING TO THE COLUMNISTS, SUGGESTS AS 
AN OPTIONAL U.S. STRATEGY THE LOWERING OF DEFENSE SPEND- 
ING. AND THE SETTING UP OF A LINE FORMED BY THE WESER AND 
LECH RIVERS AS THE POINT BEYOND WHICH A COMMUNIST OFFEN- 
SIVE WOULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO GO. THIS WOULD SURRENDER 
ABOUT ONE-THIRD OF WEST GERMANY. 

1 1 . BUT PERHAPS ONE AMERICAN IN A MILLION KNOWS THAT SUCH 
CONCEDED TERRITORY INCLUDES BIG CITIES SUCH AS MUNICH, 

WITH MORE THAN 1 MILLION PEOPLE, AND HAMBURG- WHICH, IS 
NOT ONLY THE LARGEST WEST GERMAN CITY ASIDE FROM WEST 
BERLIN, WITH NEARLY 2 MILLION PEOPLE, BUT IS ALSO THE HOME 
OF CHANCELLOR HELMUT SCHMIDT. 

12. "WE WOULD NEVER GO ALONG WITH THAT, NEVER," SAID A 
WEST GERMAN COMMANDER, "AND THE AMERICANS COULD NOT PULL 
BACK AND DEFEND ALONE. SEVENTY-FIVE PER CENT OF OUR ARMY 
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IS STATIONED IN THOSE AREAS. ALL OUR DEFENSE PLANNING AND 
TRAINING IS DIRECTED AT PROTECTING THEM." 

13. "IF WE EVER TRIED TO PULL BACK LIKE THAT," MUSED ONE 
U.S. OFFICER, "WE’D BE TAKING FIRE FROM ALL FLANKS," IM- 
PLYING THAT THE WEST GERMANS WOULD BE FIRING ON THE AMER- 
ICANS AS WELL. 

14. WEST GERMAN OFFICIALS POINT OUT THAT AFTER THE FORMA- 
TION OF NATO IN 1949, THE MAIN LINE OF WESTERN DEFENSE WAS 
ALONG THE RHINE. THEN IT WAS MOVED FARTHER EAST TO THE 
WESER AND LECH RIVERS. BUT SINCE 1966, AS THE WEST GERMAN 
ARMED FORCES, OR BUNDESWEHR, BEGAN TO TAKE SHAPE AND GROW 
TO 500,000 MEN, THE LINE WAS MOVED STEADILY EASTWARD 
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TOWARD THE EAST GERMAN BORDER UNDER THE POLICY OF FORWARD 
DEFENSE. 

15. "TO GO BACK TO 1966 IS IMPOSSIBLE," ONE OFFICER SAID. 

"THE BEST THING THE STUDY COULD DO IS CONFIRM THAT OUR 
CURRENT STRATEGY IS CORRECT." 

16. THE LEAD EDITORIAL IN TODAY'S FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE 
NEWSPAPER ACCUSED THE NAMELESS U.S. ADVISERS OF "PLAYING 
WITH DANGEROUS THOUGHTS" AND SAID SUCH TENTATIVE OPTIONS 
REFLECT "AN ALARMING IGNORANCE OF THE REAL WORLD." 

17. IF A MASSIVE ATTACK FROM THE EAST EVER CAME INTO 
DENSELY POPULATED WEST GERMANY, OBSERVERS BELIEVE, THERE 
WOULD BE ENORMOUS CHAOS AND A SITUATION THAT WOULD BE HARD 
TO CONTROL FROM THE FIRST SHOT. CERTAINLY THE WEST GER- 
MANS WOULD NOT PULL BACK VOLUNTARILY OR SURRENDER BIG 
CITIES AND COUNTRYSIDE. NOR COULD THE SOVIETS BE EXPECTED 

TO ROLL THEIR FORMATIONS NEATLY INTO AREAS WHICH WOULD 
MAKE A WESER-LECH LINE ATTRACTIVE. 

18. WEST GERMAN COMMENTATORS HAVE GENERALLY POINTED OUT 
THAT ASIDE FROM PURELY MILITARY MATTERS, DETERRENCE OF WAR 
IS A PSYCHOLOGICAL THING MAKING PUBLIC DISCUSSION OF SUCH 

A PULLBACK EXTREMELY RISKY. 

19. YET, AS THE FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE SAID, "THE SOVIETS 
WILL NOT BENEFIT FROM THE WEST'S WEAKENING OF ITS DEFENSE 
READINESS BY TENTATIVE PLANS "BECAUSE ULTIMATELY THE DECI- 
SION TO INVADE, NO MATTER HOW TEMPTING. RUNS THE RISK OF 
QUICK ESCALATION TO ALL-OUT NUCLEAR WAR. 

20. "WE HOPE PRESIDENT CARTER WILL KEEP HIS POLITICAL IN- 
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STINCT AND EUROPE WILL KEEP ITS COOL. AFTER THIS PSYCHO- 
LOGICAL DISASTER, RESTORATION OF CONFIDENCE IS WHAT NATO 
NEEDS FIRST OF ALL," THE PAPER SAID. CHRISTOPHER 
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